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Like Sudoku and Crossword puzzles? TWO (2) OFFICES TO BETTER SERVE YOU:
668 Main St., Buda, TX • (512) 312-0101 

505 W. Center St., Kyle, TX • (512) 262-1549
www.ERAMillenniumRealty.com • www.DavidAston.com

Moving into a new home  
is easier than you think at

ERA Millennium Realty
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, LAND, NEW CONSTRUCTION, RESALE, FORECLOSURES OR INVESTMENTS

We’ll keep you from  
having a great fall...

Dear Functional Girl:
I love the look of a smoky eye, but I 

have no idea how to create one. Got any 
tips to help me make my eyes smolder?  
–Jen B.

Dear Jen:
Creating a sexy, smoky eye isn’t as 

arduous a task as it may seem. I’ve got 
some great tips to ease you through the 
process.

Keep in mind that black isn’t the only 
shade that you can use to make your eyes 
smolder. Grays, browns, purples, coppers 
and silvers are great alternatives. On occa-
sion I’ll even smudge a deep blue around 
my eyes when I’m feeling a little retro. 

Make sure that you don’t put any eye 
cream on your upper lids before applying 
eye shadow. Start with an eyelid primer 
or a matte concealer to prep your lids 
and under-eye area to bond with the 
pigment. Brush a little loose powder just 
under the lower eye area to catch any 
shadow fl akes. 

You can use several different tools to 
apply eye shadow, including brushes, 
sponge-tip applicators, Q-tips, shadow 
crayons, as well as your very own fi n-
gertips – the latter being my preferred 
method. I feel like I have more control 
over the application when I use my fi n-
gertips. Always use your ring fi nger when 
working around your eye area. It’s the 
weakest fi nger, and less likely to pull and 
tear at the delicate skin. 

Start by patting a good layer of pig-

ment from the lash line to the crease. 
For those of you who are new to this, 
start lightly and build your coverage 
until you get more comfortable. Once 
you’ve applied the fi rst layer, wipe your 
fi nger, then use it to blend or “smoke” the 
shadow upwards toward the brow bone, 
and laterally toward the outer corner 
of the eye. The idea is to have the color 
saturated around the eye, and softly 
graduated outwards.

Next, use a medium-sized eye-shadow 
brush to apply a highlighting shade 
(lighter and contrasting) to the brow 
bone, and to blend the lighter shade 
seamlessly into the darker. Some smoky 
looks involve strong lines to contour the 
eye area, but I think soft blending is more 
suited for someone just learning the 
method.

Finally, use a Q-tip or small eye-
shadow brush to take the darker shadow 
under the eye. Again, build the cover-
age gradually. Sweep the brush from the 
inner to the outer corners. If the shadow 
line feels heavy or severe, use your 
highlighting shade to soften and blend 
it. Apply a little highlighter to the inner 
corners of the eyes to make them sparkle. 
Apply a coat or two of black mascara to 
your upper and lower lashes. Finish up 
by wiping away the loose powder.

Every woman should know how to 
create a sexy, smoldering eye. If you’d 
like a smoky-eye lesson from Functional 
Girl CJ Legare, send an e-mail to Func-
tionalGirl@gmail.com, telling me why 
you’d like to participate in the “Eye of the 
Beholder” workshop.
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